	CEV Champions League Volley 2025/26 – Men – Final Four Semi Finals

Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE – Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA
Head-to-Head
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE and Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA face each other for the first time in a European competition.
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE’s only Champions League encounters with Turkish opposition were versus Halkbank ANKARA in the 2022/23 group phase (3-1 home win, 2-3 away loss). Nimir Abdel-Aziz, now at Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA, was the top scoring player for Halkbank ANKARA in these two matches (15 & 25 points respectively).
· Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA have a W7-L3 record against Polish clubs in the Champions League. They defeated Asseco Resovia RZESZÓW twice in straight sets in this season’s Quarter Finals.
· Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA’s only previous appearance in the Semi Finals was in 2023/24, when they were eliminated against Poland’s JASTRZEBSKI Węgiel (0-3, 2-3).
· Tomasz Fornal (now Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA) and Jurii Gladyr, Jakub Popiwczak & Adrian Markiewicz (now all Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE) played for JASTRZEBSKI Węgiel against Ziraat Bank ANKARA in those Semi Final matches in 2023/24.
· As Ziraat Bank ANKARA the Turkish club won their first European trophy when they defeated Poland’s Asseco Resovia RZESZOW in the Final of the 2024/25 CEV Cup (3-2, 3-1). 
· Dawid Ogorek (now Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE) was part of Asseco Resovia RZESZOW’s team last season, but he did not play against Ziraat Bank ANKARA in the 2024/25 CEV Cup Final.
· The two squads combined of Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE and Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA contain players who have won Olympic Games, World Championship, European Championship, Volleyball Nations League, Club World Championship, CEV Cup and Challenge Cup, but none of their current players has ever won the Champions League. 
Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE can reach the Gold Medal Match (Final) for the second time, and in back-to-back seasons. They lost the 2024/25 Final against Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA (2-3).
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE have yet to win their first European trophy.
· This is Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE’s third Champions League campaign, after 2022/23 and 2024/25.
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE’s previous two Champions League campaigns ended in defeats against the winners of the trophy in those seasons: they were eliminated by Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE in the Play Off round in 2022/23, and they lost the Gold Medal Match 2-3 against Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA in 2024/25.
· Last season, Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE came back from 0-2 behind in sets to win their Semi Final against JSW JASTRZEBSKI Wegiel (3-2): 19-25, 18-25, 25-20, 25-19, 22-20. The 42 points in the fifth set was the most points in a deciding set in any Semi Final match.
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE won seven of their eight matches this Champions League season. The exception was a 0-3 loss against Asseco Resovia RZESZÓW.
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE’s last seven Champions League matches only lasted three sets: six 3-0 wins, one 0-3 loss.
· Last season they won nine of their 10 Champions League matches. Their only loss was the 2-3 defeat in the Final against Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA.
· In 2024/25, Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE finished runners up in the Champions League, runners up in the Polish League and runners up in the Polish Cup.
· Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE finished third in the 2025 FIVB Club World Championship. They won the third-place match 3-0 against Brazil’s Vôlei Renata CAMPINAS after they had lost 3-0 versus Japan’s OSAKA Bluteon in the Semi Finals. 
· Aaron Russell (71 points) was joint-top scorer of the 2025 Club World Championship, alongside Wassim Ben Tara (71 for Sir Sicoma Monini Perugia).
· Russell (90) is the club’s top scorer in this Champions League campaign. He was their top scorer in last season’s Champions League with 126 points (including a game-high 25 points in the Final).
· Bartosz Kwolek was the team’s top scorer in last season’s Final Four: 36 points (24 in the Semi Final and 12 in the Final).
· Miguel Tavares (62.12%) has the second-best setter efficiency in this season’s Champions League, after Santiago Orduna (65.31% for Cucine Lube CIVITANOVA).
· Jurii Gladyr reached the Champions League Final with his clubs in each of the past three seasons (JASTRZEBSKI Węgiel in 2022/23 & 2023/24, and Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE in 2024/25). Gladyr has yet to win the Champions League.
· Jakub Popiwczak has reached the Final (2) or Semi Finals (3) in five Champions League campaigns, all with JASTRZEBSKI Węgiel (2013/14 and from 2021/22 to 2024/25). He has never won the trophy.
· Last season, Dawid Ogorek reached the Final of the 2024/25 CEV Cup with Asseco Resovia RZESZOW.
· As a player, Michal Winiarski won the Champions League with TRENTINO BetClic in 2008/09.
· Winiarski led Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE to first place in the 2025/26 Polish League regular season. It was the first time the team achieved this. They have never won the Polish championship (Note: needs UPDATE after current Play Offs).
Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA
· Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA can reach the Champions League Gold Medal Match (Final) for the first time.
· Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA can become the second Turkish club to reach the Final, after Halkbank ANKARA in 2013/14. They lost that Final 1-3 versus Belogorie BELGOROD.
· As Ziraat Bank ANKARA they won the 2024/25 CEV Cup: 3-2 and 3-1 wins against Asseco Resovia RZESZOW in the Final.
· The Turkish team can now become the second club to reach the Champions League Final after having won the CEV Volleyball Cup in the previous season, after Halkbank ANKARA in 2013/14 (they won the CEV Cup in 2012/13). 
Note: according to current pyramid of European competitions (since 2007): Champions League–CEV Cup–Challenge Cup.
· This is Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA’s fifth season in the Champions League, after 2015/16, 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24.
· The club reached the Semi Finals in 2023/24, in which they were eliminated against JASTRZEBSKI Węgiel (0-3, 2-3).
· Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA (8 wins) are currently on their longest winning run in the Champions League, having won all their eight games this season. They conceded only three sets in this campaign.
· When Ziraat Bank ANKARA won the 2024/25 CEV Cup, they defeated ACH Volley LJUBLJANA in the Quarter Finals (3-0, 3-2), TRENTINO Itas in the Semi Finals (2-3, 3-1) and Asseco Resovia RZESZOW in the Final (3-2, 3-1). They have faced all three opponents again in this season’s Champions League and won all six games.
· Nimir Abdel-Aziz (161) is Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA’s top scorer in this Champions League season. He returned to them this season, after he had a spell at the club in 2013/14. Only Wouter ter Maat scored more points for Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA in a Champions League season: 167 points in 2023/24.
· Abdel-Aziz was the overall Champions League top scorer in 2020/21 (209 points for TRENTINO Itas).
· Abdel-Aziz has yet to win a European trophy. He won the Asian Champions League in 2021/22 (with Iran’s Peykan TEHRAN) and 2024/25 (with Qatar’s AL RAYYAN Sports Club). He was named MVP and Best Opposite of the 2024/25 AVC Champions League.
· Tomasz Fornal has scored 100 points in this Champions League campaign. He is the only player to have scored at least 100 points in each of the last five Champions League seasons (2020/21 - 2025/26).
· As player of JASTRZEBSKI Wegiel, Tomasz Fornal finished in the top-10 of top scoring players in each of the past four Champions League seasons. His club reached the Final Four (Semi Finals) in each of those four seasons.
· Fornal scored 29 points against Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE in last season’s 2-3 Semi Final loss (with JSW JASTRZEBSKI Wegiel).
· Fornal (29 points for JSW JASTRZEBSKI Wegiel) and Abdel-Aziz (25 points for Halkbank ANKARA) have scored the second and third-most points by a player in any Champions League match against Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE. Only Ferre Reggers (33 for Allianz MILANO) scored more points in a match against the Polish side (in last season’s 2-3 group phase defeat).
· Bedirhan Bülbül recorded 41 kill blocks in last season’s CEV Cup campaign, most of all players. He has 10 kill blocks in this season’s Champions League.
· Trévor Clevenot played for Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE in 2023/24.
· Mustafa Kavaz can become the first Turkish coach to reach the Champions League Final.
· He led Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA to the Turkish League title last season and to victory in the 2024/25 CEV Cup.
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