	CEV Champions League Volley 2025/26 – Men – Final Four Semi Finals

PGE Projekt WARSZAWA  – Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA
Head-to-Head
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA and Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA face each other for the third time in the Champions League, after the Italians won both group phase encounters by a 3-1 score in 2019/20.
· Oleh Plotnytskyi (16 & 20) scored 36 points for Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA in those group matches against the Polish team (named Verva WARSZAWA Orlen Paliwa at the time). Roberto Russo and Massimo Colaci also played in at least one of those two encounters.
· Kévin Tillie, Damian Wojtasek and Michal Kozlowski featured for the Polish side in at least one of those matches versus Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA in 2019/20.
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA have a W2-L6 record against Italian clubs in the Champions League. Their two wins were 3-2 victories against Leo Shoes MODENA (2020/21 group phase; as Verva WARSZAWA Orlen Paliwa) and away versus TRENTINO Itas in this season’s Play Off round, when the Polish team progressed after winning the Golden Set 15-11 in Trento.
· Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA are the third Italian Champions League winners PGE Projekt WARSZAWA will have faced in this calendar year, after Cucine Lube CIVITANOVA (0-3, 2-3 losses; group phase) and TRENTINO Itas (2-3, 3-2, 15-11 Golden Set in the Play Offs).
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA won their only European trophy, the 2023/24 Challenge Cup, after beating Italy’s Mint Vero Volley MONZA in the Final (3-1, 3-1).
· Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA have a W7-L3 Champions League record against Polish teams. They won last season’s Gold Medal Match against Poland’s Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE (3-2).
· Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA’s three Champions League defeats against Polish teams were 1-3 against PGE Skra BELCHATOW in the return of the Play Off 6 in 2014/15; the Italians were eliminated) and versus Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE (1-3, 1-3) in the 2022/23 Semi Finals. 
· Bartosz Bednorz (23 & 13) scored 36 points for Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE in those Semi Final games against Sir Sicoma Monini in 2022/23. Karol Klos played for PGE Skra BELCHATOW in the 2024/15 win against the Italians.
PGE Projekt WARSZAWA
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA have reached the Champions League Final Four (Semi Finals) for the first time.
· As Projekt WARSZAWA they won the 2023/24 Challenge Cup after defeating Mint Vero Volley MONZA twice in the Final (3-1, 3-1). Linus Weber (25 total points), Yurii Semenyuk (24) and Kévin Tillie (23) were among the club’s leading scorers in these games.
· Including this season’s Semi Final match, PGE Projekt WARSZAWA will have faced the 2024/25 Champions League winners (Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA), the 2025 FIVB Club World Champions winners (Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA) and the 2024/25 Challenge Cup winners (Bogdanka LUK LUBLIN) in this season. Depending on results, they could also meet the 2024/25 CEV Cup winners Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA in the Gold Medal or Bronze Medal match.
· This is PGE Projekt WARSZAWA’s fifth Champions League season, after 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22 and 2024/25.
· Last season, PGE Projekt WARSZAWA reached the knockout phase for the first time. They were eliminated by Halkbank ANKARA in the Quarter Finals after losing the Golden Set 12-15 (1-3 away loss, 3-0 home win).
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA defeated Bogdanka LUK LUBLIN in in this season’s Quarter Finals: 3-1 home, 2-3 away. They had ousted TRENTINO Itas in this season’s Play Off round after a Golden Set victory: 2-3, 3-2, 15-11. 
· Six of their 10 matches in the current Champions League season went into a fifth set (W2-L4), including five of their last six games.
· The record for most five-set matches by a club in a single Champions League season is seven: VfB FRIEDRICHSHAFEN in 2006/07 (they played 16 matches that season).
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA have played 44 sets in this Champions League season, at least 14 sets more than the other clubs in this Final Four: 30 for Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA, 27 for Ziraat Bankkart ANKARA, 25 for Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE.
· PGE Projekt WARSZAWA have played a total of 1,185 minutes in this Champions League season, second-most after Guaguas LAS PALMAS (1,793 including early rounds). Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA have played 836 minutes this season.
· Bartosz Bednorz is his team’s top scoring player in this Champions League season with 159 points, ahead of Linus Weber (106) and Kévin Tillie (104). They are the first players to score 100+ points for the club in a single Champions League season. Semeniuk has 91 points.
· Bednorz’s 159 points is a new personal best. He scored 158 points for Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE in 2022/23.
· Bednorz won the Champions League with Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE in 2022/23.
· Yurii Semeniuk has recorded 27 kill blocks in the 2025/26 Champions League, second-most after Francisco Wallyson Bezerra Souza (30).
· Jakub Kochanowski won the Champions League with Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN KOŹLE in 2020/21.
· Michal Kozlowski won the Champions League with Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE in 2021/22.
· Kamil Nalepka can become the fourth Polish coach to reach the Final of the Champions League, after Jacek Nawrocki in 2011/12 (PGE Skra BELCHATOW), Andrzej Kowal in 2014/15 (Asseco Resovia RZESZOW) and Michal Winiarski in 2024/25 (Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE). All three coaches lost those Finals.
Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA
· Defending Champions League winners Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA can reach the Final for the third time, after 2016/17 (0-3 loss as Sir Sicoma Colussi PERUGIA against Zenit KAZAN) and 2024/25 (3-2 win against Aluron CMC Warta ZAWIERCIE).
· The only Italian team to have won the Champions League in successive seasons was TRENTINO Itas in 2008/09 (as TRENTINO Volley), 2009/10 (as TRENTINO BetClic) and 2010/11 (as TRENTINO BetClic).
· This is the 10th Champions League campaign of Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA. They have reached the Final Four (Semi Finals) in eight seasons. The exceptions were 2014/15 (Play Off 6) and 2019/20 (season cancelled due to Covid-19).
· This Semi Final is Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA’s 100th Champions League match. They have a W84-L15 record from their previous 99 matches (including 5 awarded wins).
· The Italians have won their last 12 Champions League matches, a new club record. They had won 11 consecutive games from November 2017 to April 2018 (from 3rd round to Play Off 6).
· Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA won the men’s FIVB Club World Championship in December 2025, after a 3-0 win against Japan’s OSAKA Bluteon in the Final. Wassim Ben Tara (71 points) was the tournament’s joint-top scorer.
· Wassim Ben Tara is also Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA’s top scorer in this season’s Champions League with 127 points (personal best). That is three points more than he had last season (124).
· Yuki Ishikawa was Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA’s top scorer in last season’s Champions League on 139 points, including 39 in the Final Four matches. Ben Tara had 37 points in last season’s Final Four.
· Simone Giannelli was named MVP of the 2024/25 Champions League and Best Setter as he won his first Champions League trophy. He played in three Champions League Finals (W1-L2).
· In 2025, Giannelli and Roberto Russo won the Champions League and the FIVB Club World Championship with Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA, as well as the FIVB World Championship with Italy.
· Kamil Semeniuk played in three Champions League Finals and won all three: with Grupa Azoty KĘDZIERZYN KOŹLE in 2020/21 and 2021/22, and with Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA in 2024/25.
· Massimo Colaci won two Champions League trophies 14 years apart: with TRENTINO BetClic in 2010/11, and last season with Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA.
· Coach Angelo Lorenzetti won his first Champions League trophy last season. He has reached the Final five times (2002/03, 2007/08, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2024/25), and with four different clubs Kerakoll MODENA (2002/03), Copra PIACENZA (2007/08), TRENTINO Itas (2020/21, 2021/22) and Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA (2024/25).
· Of all coaches, only Vladimir Alekno (7) and Radostin Stoytchev (5) have reached as many Champions League Finals as Lorenzetti (5).
· Under Lorenzetti, Sir Sicoma Monini PERUGIA have won 26 of their 27 international matches: Champions League (W17-L1; 2024/25 & 2025/26) and Club World Championship (W9-L0; 2023 & 2025). The only defeat was a 2-3 home loss against Halkbank ANKARA in last season’s Champions League 4th round.
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